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SUBJECT:
VISITATION POLICY


Objective:
To provide guidelines for visitation of patients
Policy:

Patients have the right to choose who may visit them during a hospital stay, subject to certain clinical restrictions or limitations which will be explained by the clinical nurse or physician when they arise.    


A.
The Hospital will not restrict, limit, or deny visitation privileges on the basis of race, color, natural origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or disability.





B.  
The patient or support person has the right to receive the visitors whom they designate including, but not limited to, a spouse, a domestic partner (including a same-sex domestic partner), another family member, or a friend.

C.  

The patient has the right to deny or withdraw such consent for designated



visitors at any time.
D.

All visitors chosen by the patient will have full and equal visitation privileges consistent with the patients wishes. 

E.

The number of visitors allowed per patient room is determined by the 


patient/support person preference, by the patient’s condition, by physician 


order, by room type and size, and by other situations identified by clinical 


staff.  

F.

Overnight visitors may be allowed but limited to one visitor per patient unless 
exceptions are made by the Patient Care Coordinator.

G.

A family member or responsible adult may be asked or required to stay with a patient who is deemed unsafe to be left alone because of physical or
     
psychological condition.  The physician or Patient Care Coordinator has the authority to make this decision.

I.
When caring for End of Life/Hospice patients’ staff will allow for changes in normal protocol of unit, as appropriate, such as extended visiting hours, number of visitors, and relaxed age restriction for visitors as appropriate.
J.

Persons with Respiratory disease or any sign of communicable infection may



be restricted from visiting the facility patients.

K.

Visitors shall not interfere with the activities of professional staff.  

L.

Visitors shall not congregate in patient care areas and should not sit or lay on 

patient beds.

M.  
Shoes and appropriate dress are required inside the hospital. 

N.      
The hospital will allow an individual to be present with the patient for 
    
emotional support during the course of the patient’s stay except when the 

hospital professionals deem restrictions to be necessary in their “best clinical 

judgment.” The following are examples of situations in which visitation may 

be restricted due to clinically and reasonable circumstances:

1. The visitor’s presence infringes on others’ rights or safety (such as interference with the care of other patients in a semi-private room).
2. Patient is undergoing care interventions

3. Presence of infection control issues

4. Existence of court orders restricting contact (of which hospital is aware)

5. Disruptive, threatening, or violent behavior of any kind

6. Need for limitation on the number of visitors during a specific time period

7. Need for minimum age requirements for child visitors

8. Confidential issues being addressed between patient and healthcare providers.

For additional information on visitation policies and procedures, please review:

· Policy IC.001.033.1 Influx of Infectious Disease Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
· CMS June 26, 2020 “Hospital Visitation – Phase II Visitation for Patients who are Covid-19 negative at https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-hospital-visitation-phase-ii-visitation-covid-negative-patients.pdf
· Russellville Hospital Pandemic Response published Visitation Guidelines of 3.17.20; 5.18.20; 9.14.20; and 10.2.20
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UPDATE

o To protect our patients, staff and visitors, we have
updated our visitation policy and are temporarily
limiting hospital and clinic visitation.

o No more than two visitors will be allowed per patient at
atime.

« If you have a fever, cough, body aches or sore throat,
please do not visit the hospital unless you are seeking
health care.

o Children under 16 should not visit patients, even when
accompanied by adults. We will make exceptions for
extraordinary circumstances.

* Each visitor is required to sanitize his or her hands when
entering the hospital, and when entering and exiting
patient rooms.
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VISITATION GUIDELINES & POLICY
Updated October 2, 2020
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VISITATION GUIDELINES & POLICY
Updated March 5, 2021
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VISITATION GUIDELINES & POLICY
Updated May 11, 2021
our iy st Russalill Hospits is to be focused on patient sofety, he safety of our patient familes, and
employees. Wit that n mind we have updted our visitation guidelnes for family mambers and suppor: persons. We
appraciate your cooparation as we work together to keep your ptien, your family and oursaff safe.
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eauipmenti requiec.

Aduts
It impartant o stay n he room exceptfor basic personal needs ex:foodrestroom).
Pl leava personal tems n vehicl.
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will etur £ their vehicle dring the procedurs, and then will be clled back torecavery when the surgery s
completed

Emergency Department

& Patisnts NOT exhiiting COVID-19 symptoms ars allowed ons sugport person.  Hawever, vitaton could be

restricted according 1o the patient/support parson's preference, patent condiion, physician order, room
type/sie, nd ather situations dentifid by ths cinic staff.
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VISITATION GUIDELINES & POLICY

Updated August 9, 2021
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VISITATION GUIDELINES & POLICY
Updated May 4, 2022
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